
ON THE HORIZON
SEPTEMBER 2019

1st & 2nd – Labor Day Cruise

6th – Friday Night Dinner

27th – Millard Awards Night

27th – Friday Night Dinner

OCTOBER 2019
11th – Friday Night Dinner

13th – Decommissioning

19th – Karaoke Night!

29th – Dock Haul-Out

THE BYC MAINSHEET
SEPTEMBERBRISTOL YACHT CLUB

The official newsletter of the bristol yacht club. Providing members with all the good stuff.

Photo by
Mary Ann Rosenlof
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The Kickemuit Rendezvous
Saturday Night  
14 Boats and 3 land cruisers (40 people) came together for what turned out to be a fantastic overnight cruise to 
the absolutely gorgeous Kickemuit River. Kathy and Bill Toohey graciously hosted the Saturday night potluck  
gathering on waterfront property owned and shared by their neighborhood association. The variety and quality  
of food was amazing. Spirits were high due to the wonderful comradery we all share as a club, aided by Kathy 
Rotski’s delicious and potent “Drink of the day!” There was an ugly rumor going around suggesting that your  
Fleet Captain, who was also serving as Race Committee for the Sunday “Pursuit Race,” was actively soliciting bribes  
($5 per extra minute at the start. Cash only). Further, it was rumored there were photos of past Commodore David 
Schwartz passing a $20 bill to the Fleet Captain! Both the Fleet Captain and Past Commodore Schwartz deny these 
scandalous allegations and assured the racers, there are “no stains on our blazers!” Further, if any photos do arise, 
don’t believe it; it’s fake news.  

Breakfast at the Lippman’s  
Fresh brewed coffee, along with a variety of fresh baked quiches, bakery items, bagels & cream cheese, yogurt, 
fresh fruit, mimosas and other treats awaited cruisers under the tent at Craig and Leslee Lippman’s waterfront 
home on the Touisset side of the cove. The morning started off a bit overcast, but just as Leslee predicted, the sun 
soon shone brightly, capping off another amazing and memorable 2019 cruising event.  

On behalf of all Cruise Committee members and all of the cruisers who took part in this weekend’s activities, thank 
you to our hosts and weekend coordinators, Kathy & Bill Toohey, along with Leslee and Craig Lippman. They made 
it look easy, but a tremendous amount of planning and work goes into each of these events. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! 

The Pursuit Race  
Your Fleet Captain, assisted by his son, Jeff, positioned their Shamrock 22 Hopscotch just north of the outermost 
green can, at the entrance to the river 40 minutes prior to the 12:00 start. To their surprise, Skipper’s Gift, the J/24 
owned by David and Jane Guinther, had their sails up and were already planning their strategy for the start. Line  
established, Skipper’s Gift came by the committee boat to check in and introduce two crew members recruited 
from the East Bay Sailing Foundation’s adult sailing program. We exchanged polite good mornings, but it was clear, 
this was now all business and the skipper and crew were in it to win it! About 10 minutes prior to the start, the 
wind filled in and activity on all of the boats increased. Like pros, Barry and Denise Schrutt, with a dinghy in tow, 
crossed the starting line on their Freedom 28, Mind Eraser, at 12:00:03 on a starboard tack near full speed. It was 
game on! Skippers Gift and the others all made clean starts at their designated times, several minutes later.  
Skippers Gift left the 1st mark R4 to starboard in first place, with Mind Eraser and Glen Petaja’s Tartan 37, Sisu,  
in close pursuit.  Curiously, seasoned racers Mark Rotsky, on Nemesis, and Don Kern, on Fireball, left the other  
captains scratching their heads when they tacked off and didn’t round the 1st mark at all! Some minutes later,  
they abandoned their strategy, sailed back and rounded R4 per the race instructions which, by the way, they  
co-wrote! It was Skipper’s Gift passing under the Mt. Hope Bridge still in 1st place, and it was Skipper’s Gift who 
jubilantly crossed the finish line in 1st place. We are very proud of all of our top 5 finishers: 1st Skipper’s Gift,  
Dave Guinther, 2nd Sisu, Glen Petaja, 3rd Nemesis, Mark Rotsky, 4th Fireball, Don Kern, 5th, Barry Schrutt, Mind 
Eraser. Congratulations to all of our sailors who participated in the fun race, capping off a wonderful weekend. 
Thank you, Mark Rotsky, for planning and coordinating. 

Labor Day Weekend
See Bristolyc.com for registration and more information. 

Saturday Night - Allen’s Harbor – Potluck Gathering

Sunday Night - Wickford Yacht Club – Pizza and take out on the Yacht Club’s covered patio.   
Grills are available if desired. 

Paul Redman – Fleet Captain
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EBSF

What a Great Season! 
Congratulations to Program Director, Mike Zonnenberg, aka “Z,” on a super first summer season with us running  
the Junior Sailing camps and EBSF Race Team. We had 4 great sessions that were near capacity and close to  
200 sailors! 

End of Summer Celebration  
We had an amazing turnout for our first ever End of Summer Celebration and Race Team Awards dinner. Thanks to 
the board members and to the donors for a great evening. All the sailors got a Certificate of Completion and the 
Race Team awards were presented. It was a fun evening with boat rides on the Herb Farnum and J/22s and many 
families enjoyed a spectacular night under the tent. 

Junior Race Week and Race Team – CRUSHING It on the Bay!   
Our Opti and 420 race teams had a great season on Narragansett Bay, getting podium finishes at most every 
NBYA regatta held. Congrats to all of our racers on the team, and specifically to members Otto Kallfelz and Oliver 
Browne, 420 Race Team - 3rd Place Jr Race Week / 1st Place 420 Regatta #2 and to Ben Browne, Opti Blue Fleet – 
2nd Place Jr. Race Week / 2nd Place Opti #2 Regatta. 

EBSF/BYC Reusable Cocktail  
Tumblers & Koozies Available  
at the Bar   
Ditch the plastic at the bar! We have some reusable 
aluminum tumblers for sale as a fundraiser for EBSF. 
We sold them at our fundraiser and have some left 
over to share. $20 or 2 for $30. These cups celebrate 
our summer racing season at BYC and are an effort  
to reduce or eliminate those nasty plastic cups.  
(They keep your drinks cool or hot!) 

Kristin Browne – EBSF
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BYC Coach Boats for the Sailing Programs
I’ve been on the EBSF Board since Katie B. was about 3 years old. She is now 21. We still have the same Coach 
Boats that we had 18 years ago and they needed re-building then! Please join me in devising a cost-effective way 
to upgrade the Coach Boat fleet. It’s going to take some creative thinking, and likely a major paradigm shift, but 
this will be a fun project and the Instructional Sailing Program is a very important part of the BYC’s culture.

News Flash! About 6 months ago, we applied for a $10K Grant from 11th Hour Racing to build a prototype of a 
fuel-efficient Coach Boat. WE GOT THE GRANT!! 

Our plan is to replace the 15hp, 2 stroke, gas engine on the powercat that the A Class Catamaran fleet created 
about 15 years ago, with electric outboards. Then we’ll do some testing. Our long term goal is to find a way to 
combine a clean, quiet, and fuel efficient powerplant with a low drag hull and ergonomic design to create a next 
generation Coach Boat. I’ll get into more detail in the next Mainsheet.

We could use some help! 

Please contact Chris Bjerregaard at chrisbj@cox.net if this project is intriguing to you.

US Sailing Team Race National Championships
In August of 2020, the BYC is going to host the Hinman Regatta, the US Sailing Team Race Nationals.  
There will be12 to 18 teams racing 3 vs 3 on a very short course in 2 person dinghies, 200+ races in 3 days.

US Sailing asks that a representative from the hosting club attend the regatta the previous year see how the  
regatta is run. Pete Levesque is taking the lead for the BYC & was the obvious choice, but he has sailed this regatta 
11 times and has seen it all, so June & I traveled to the Newport Harbor Yacht Club in Newport Beach California  
to see the 2019 regatta. It was tough duty, but… The NHYC did a great job of running the regatta and blending  
it in with their club culture. The sailors are seriously good!

We have a lot of details to work out, but the early plan is to run the races right off the BYC dock in mid to late 
August. This makes logistics easy for the sailors and will make it possible for BYC members and guests to watch.  
On Saturday night we’ll blend the sailors in with a BYC event. On Sunday we’ll have an announcer calling the  
plays during the knockout rounds to help us understand what’s happening. Tactics and boat handling are the  
keys to team racing; there is a lot of action, and everything happens fast!

Please contact Chris Bjerregaard at chrisbj@cox.net or Pete Levesque at pete.levesque@gmail.com  
if you would like to help organize and run this event.

Chris Bjerregaard – Vice Commodore

mailto:chrisbj@cox.net
mailto:chrisbj@cox.net
mailto:pete.levesque@gmail.com


SOCIAL
The 2019 Commodore’s Ball 
This was the highlight of the summer social season, celebrating the term of Commodore Ruth Souto. Our Yacht 
Club members turned out in their elegant best to enjoy the evening festivities together. The Night Rhythm Band 
entertained us with a great variety of music and had the dance floor filled with dancers. Russell Morin Fine  
Catering provided us with a divine dinner with five star service for the evening. The outdoor tent was transformed 
beautifully, adding to the elegance of the event. What a wonderful send-off to Ruth who has triumphed as she 
navigated our club through particularly rough waters over the past year. Truly a night to remember!

Kathy Rotsky –Social Chair
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Our Final Burgers & Blues of the Season 
Once again, we were entertained by the Next Stop Blues Band. They kept the extended dance floor hopping 
through the very end of the event. They did an amazing job on so many great songs, it made it difficult not to 
dance to them. The burgers and corn were outstanding, and the perfect weather made the evening delightful. 

I would especially like to thank Carole and Brian McFarland for the early set up and working the entire event.  
To Bob Rude, who was just walking by and said hi and next thing he knew he was flipping burgers for the night, 
Thank you.

Thank you to Rosemary Alden, who is House chair, but is always there for me when I need a helping hand and  
I needed one that night. Thanks to Chris Healey for everything from top to bottom.

And finally, thank you Mark, for helping me with the burgers and anything else I need help with and always with  
a smile. 

Kathy Rotsky – Social Chair
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Sailing Heals
The wind was atypical (10 knots out of the West) and the mostly sunny skies led to a reasonable temperature in 
the low 80s... an almost perfect day for a sail for cancer patients and their caregivers sponsored by the nonprofit 
organization Sailing Heals.

In total 28 “VIPs” (the cancer patients and their caregivers), numerous volunteers and 6 “Host Captains” and crew 
participated.

Trisha Boisvert, Co-Founder and Executive Director of Sailing Heals, noted that over the past few years there  
have been informal sails for cancer patients in Bristol but that this was the first formal, large-scale event. Since its  
inception, Sailing Heals has provided a sailing (or power-boat) experience to over 4000 VIPs. Past Commodore  
Joe Brito (serving as co-host on Joe Murray’s boat) welcomed everyone on behalf of the BYC.

After a sumptuous lunch at the harbor-side home of Frank Grunberg and Pattie Enright, launches from the Bristol 
Yacht Club conveyed all the participants to the 6 host boats for their day on Narragansett Bay. Host Captains from 
the Club included Tom Enright, Mike Gerhardt, Tom Hagan and Joe Murray.

Returning to the bar at the Club at the end of their various sails, all the VIPs commented on the perfection of the 
day and how satisfying the experience had been.  And there was talk of doing it again next year. 

Michael Gerhardt –BYC Member 

Turff Wars 
We are loving the astro-turf under the big top but the tent is coming down shortly after the October 20th Decom-
minishing. While the astro-turf has served its purpose it remains in excellent condition. Could it be repurposed into 
your outdoor oasis?  If you are interested in purchasing the astro-turf please contact Chief Steward Chris Healey.

Parking Reminder 
We need to squeeze every available space for vehicle parking.  
No unauthorized boat and/or trailer parking is allowed on the BYC  
premise. If you have not registered and paid for a space for your boat  
and/or trailer we ask that you remove it immediately.

Thomas Pasqual – Grounds Chair

IN OTHER NEWS



BRISTOL YACHT CLUB

PO Box 180

Bristol, RI 02809
commodore’s QuARTERS

Wow, this summer has really been hopping and August was an amazing month to be at the  
Club! While I always knew that our members could, and would, make this a summer to remember,  
I am thrilled to see so many members enjoying the grounds and waterfront. I cannot remember a more  
pleasurable and entertaining time at the Club. If you didn’t join in the fun, you truly missed out. It felt like we had 
a whole summer in one month. There were formal events and casual events; we had dancing in fancy shoes at the 
Commodore’s Ball and dancing in Topsiders at Burgers and Blues. We had a weekend jaunt to the Kickemuit River, 
and a day-trip rendezvous at Potters Cove.

Then there was the racing, lots and lots of racing. There were fun races and serious races, in big boats, dinghies 
and everything in between. Even though the weather didn’t cooperate and the racing was canceled, our Millard 
Series Steak and Swordfish dinner went off without a hitch. The Commodore’s Cup fun race around Hog Island 
with sailing students (young and not-so-young) was such a positive event for all. I was honored to be crewing 
aboard Nemesis as we took the gun this year. If you’ve never participated in one of these fun races, seriously think 
about it for next year… you’ll be glad you did.  

Of the plethora of events that I attended, I must say that the most emotive was the Commodore’s Ball.  It was 
absolutely wonderful, and so exquisite. I could not have imagined a more perfect evening. I extend my heartfelt 
thanks to Joe Brito and Kathy Rotsky, as they planned and handled every detail of that event. I, quite literally, just 
showed up and had a blast! Thank you to all who came, and to those who couldn’t attend but extended your kind 
words and support, for making that evening a memory I will never forget! 

This was an exciting summer to be a member of the BYC! Can’t wait to see what autumn will bring.

Ruth E. Souto – Commodore
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Appraise RI
Doug Gablinske 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
576 Ave, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz 
401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris, and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order!
401-254-1390

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC FICPA CCEP 
Gentle procedures, insurance accepted 
Belltower Plaza 
576 Metacom Ave #8, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Ferreira & Grimo 
General Contractors, LLC
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira 401-574-0959

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in helping coastal  
cruisers buy or sell their boat
Check out our new website:
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com 
Jim Spiro: 401-258-2625
jim@thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com

Kinder Industries
Custom Boat Covers & Canvas
Philip F. Kinder
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI
401-253-7076
sales@kinderindustries.com
www.kinderindustries.com

King Marine, Inc.
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring & Diving
Bud King
401-247-KING (5464)
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
www.dawnenordstrom.com
O: 401-245-9600
C: 401-573-0866

Quantum Sail Design Group
Where sailmaking is a performing art.
Steve Thurston
401-254-0970

Bristol Moorings Available
2018 Sailing Season
Priced for Quick Rental
Harbor • North West End • Sheltered
Can take up to 30 foot length
paul@Sanroma.us
C: 401-529-4475

To support the BYC  Mainsheet 
and advertise with us, contact:
sarahoneilbyc@gmail.com.

Support our Advertisers!
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