
ON THE HORIZON
JULY 2019

4th – Pancake Breakfast

6th – Commodore’s Clambake

13th - Burgers & Blues

20th – Summer Cruise Starts

AUGUST 2019
2nd – Friday Night Dinner

10th – Commodore’s Ball

16th - Burgers & Blues

23rd – Friday Night Dinner

THE BYC MAINSHEET
JULY 2019BRISTOL YACHT CLUB

The official newsletter of the bristol yacht club. Providing members with all the good stuff.

Caroline Levesque
Aboard Jolly Roger



Gaspee Day Weekend at the RIYC 
Roland and Janet Gendreau coordinated the weekend cruise, which enjoyed participation from nine boats and  
3 land cruisers. Without exception, participating BYC members are gushing about the wonderful time they had.  
Dinner on Friday night was exceptional. While some spoke of the fabulous dinner, and others the parade, some 
were dazzled by the string band that apparently marched in and played for a couple of hours on Saturday. The one 
thing they all noted was the warm and welcoming reception they received from the Commodore, staff and all of 
the RIYC members they had the pleasure of meeting throughout the weekend. Without a doubt, cruising to the 
RIYC for the Gaspee Day weekend has the makings of a new BYC cruising tradition. Thank you, Roland and Janet!

BYC’s cruising season is off to a great start!
Memorial Day Cruise 
Bob and Camille Hamel coordinated a cruise to the East Greenwich Yacht Club during Memorial Day weekend.  
Four boats sailed down and 12 or so land cruisers made the trip over to EG, resulting in a total participation of  
18 - 20 members. Some of the captains reported it being a “spirited sail” over to EG with shifting gusty winds.  
Not to be outdone, the land cruisers reported winds on the nose throughout the trip ranging from 25 to 70 MPH! 
Everyone had a great time; the EGYC members and staff were gracious and welcoming hosts and the pot luck  
open grille featured a variety of delicious foods. The cruise was well coordinated, simply executed and enjoyed by 
all. Thank you, Bob and Camille!

FLEET
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The Annual Summer Cruise 
Marilyn Dimson-Doyle is coordinating. Day Captains have volunteered, the Cruising Guide is well under control, 
and moorings have been reserved. Susan Maloney once again is designing and managing production of the  
annual cruising tee shirts. In short, it’s all happening! There is a lot of work that goes into this cruise. Many  
thanks to Marilyn, the Day Captains and of course the Cruise Committee for pulling this all together. For more 
Information, registration and the cruising guide go to the Bristolyc.com “Cruising Tab”.

	� Kickemuit Rendezvous & Regatta – The Tooheys are coordinating the Saturday on the beach pot luck and 
the Lippmans Sunday morning breakfast. Plans are underway with the Race Committee for a repeat in what 
was called last year’s “Double Dutch” which featured a fun handicapped family style race for dinghy towing 
cruisers and racers alike.  Look for more info for this August 17th and 18th event in upcoming Monday  
morning weekly email distributions and, as always, the Cruising Tab on Bristolyc.com.

Labor Day Cruise 
This cruise is once again taking shape. Allen’s Harbor will be the destination for Saturday night and discussions  
are underway with the Wickford Yacht Club for a Sunday night stay. More to come on this shortly. 

Green Cruising… As we approach the prime cruising season, it’s a great time to think about how we  
can minimize our impact on our bay and ocean environments. Follow the link for some tips and ideas.   
https://tinyurl.com/y5nmmrrb

Paul Redman – Fleet Captain

membership

A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members!
Bill & Amy Desmarais, Bristol, RI – Seinior

Michael Gemperline, Bristol, RI – Intermediate

Mariah Leffingwell, Bristol, RI – Intermediate

Chase Quinn, E. Greenwich, RI – Intermediate
 WELCOME ABOARD!

Membership News
In our ongoing efforts to maintain the vitality of the club membership, which requires fresh ideas and potential 
new ways of ensuring the future well being of the club, we have asked Bill Petrocelli to join us in our quest for 
new members who have a “demonstrated interest in boating.” He has agreed to join the committee and we look 
forward to having him be part of the team. Welcome, Bill!!

In the same vein, we are actively searching for an Intermediate Member to join our committee. Over the past year 
we have seen a significant increase of Intermediate members due mainly to the efforts of Nick Cromwell, Pete  
Leveseque and other club members of the racing teams. We feel the Intermediates should be accorded the same 
level of respect and acceptance accorded to Senior Members.  As such, giving them a voice on the Membership 
Committee will provide them with a sense of connection and belonging.  They are, after all, our future.

BYC Member sighting!
Look who Chris and Stephanie Boutilier ran into  while vacationing in  
the Azores! John Bell & Jil Westcott were aboard Moonshadow with their 
daughter Lauren at the helm. They sailed into the Ponta Delgada marina on 
Friday, June 14th. Chris and Stephanie ran to welcome them and took this 
picture. Moonshadow had done an overnight sail from Horta (Faial Island) 
to San Miguel and just prior had completed an 11 day sail from Bermuda! 

https://tinyurl.com/y5nmmrrb


EBSF

EBSF 25th Anniversary 
FUN RAISER Regatta Relay

Join us for a fun afternoon of sailing, paddling and  
boating fun, followed by a great party and silent auction. 

4pm Saturday, July 20th
Sponsor a team for $500 

Sign up at Eastbaysailingfoundation.org
Tickets $25 adults • $15 kids under 12 

Donations sought for silent and live auction
Join us for this fun family event at BYC!



commodore’s QuARTERS
Summer’s Here!
This is it... what we’ve all been waiting for; bright sunshine, blue skies, warm gentle breezes and  
the chance to get out on the water. Summer is my favorite season and, of course, you can’t beat the 4th of July  
in Bristol. There are so many great things to do now that the weather has finally gotten warm. This is the perfect 
time to take advantage of all the Club has to offer; fire up the grill, grab a libation at the Beach Bar, or just sit  
under the tent and enjoy the view. There are some excellent events being lined up, so be sure to sign up early!  
In addition, if you want to try your hand at cruising (either in or out of the Bay), there are a couple of great  
opportunities, so reach out to Fleet Captain Paul Redman for more details. No matter what you enjoy, there is 
something for everyone here at the BYC.

Summer is meant for being outdoors... so come on down and I’ll meet you at the Beach Bar!

Ruth E. Souto – Commodore

REMINDER

Colors Ceremony
You hear three short whistle blasts, a loud cannon and the shout, “COLORS!”  
Then suddenly everyone around you stops their conversation, stands up or stops walking, and faces the  
flagpole. What’s going on? It’s sunset at the Bristol Yacht Club, and that means it is time to lower the  
American flag for the evening.

So what are Colors? Morning and evening colors refer to the raising and lowering of our national flag.  
Every day at 8:00 AM we honor the American flag and hoist it high on our flag pole. Every evening at sunset,  
we perform a Colors ceremony and retire the flag for the night. 

Observing Colors is a time-honored tradition steeped in military history. Morning and evening colors have been a 
tradition since 1843 when the U.S. Navy borrowed the tradition of morning and evening colors from the British.  
According to the Royal Navy National Archives, the present ceremony of hoisting colors each morning was  
instituted by Lord St. Vincent in 1797. The custom has changed a little since then, and yacht clubs around the  
world have put their own touches on it.

Colors at BYC is a short ceremony, lasting only a minute or two. We respectfully ask that everyone on the  
premises follow the Colors etiquette when you hear the cannon or the call, “COLORS!”

Colors ceremony etiquette: 

• Stand and turn toward the flag

• If you are walking, stop where you are and turn toward the flag

• Cease all conversation

When the flag is completely unclipped from the halyard, the flag is considered lowered.   
The call “As you were” is announced and you are free to resume your activities.

Help spread the word.  If you have guests with you, explain our practices.   
This time-honored tradition is a great teaching opportunity for adults and children alike.

Ruth E. Souto – Commodore



SOCIAL
Pirates in the Harbour 
We had a great turnout for our first pirate event. We chose to have it over Father’s Day weekend because we 
wanted families to gather to relax and enjoy our warm club atmosphere over the holiday weekend. The tables  
were filled with several generations layered with friends and little ones.  Pirates of all ages were peppered about 
the tables. We had a great turnout with the dinghies, having 8 participating in all, each with their own unique  
personality.  The pirate dinghies each did a parade lap and then all the dinghies cruised about between one  
another. Mark Rotsky was the MC of the event. The wind kicked up and it was a challenge at times, but the  
pirates prevailed and gave the spectators a great show. Thank to you everyone for joining us for this event   
and making it special. 

Special thanks to the Social Committee for their baked goods, appetizers, and working the event.  
Extra Special Pirate Award goes to Jim Gilmore for making special pirate treasure boxes for the little ones.

Kathy Rotsky – Social Chair

Participants

Vessel Blue: Kieran Draper, Dara Gough, Even Gough & Holly Gough

Vessel Jolly Roger: Caroline Levesque, Calvin & Russel 

Vessel Daisy: Jim Gilmore

Vessel White Dog: Susan Medeiros, Maxwell Medeiros & Jace Rotsky

Vessel Black Pearl: Rob Bolt, Grayson, Grandy Davis & Gemma Bolt

Vessel Part Time Pirate: Ryan Maeve, Clair Grabert & Charlie Grabert

 Vessel Claire: Brad DeWolf & Peggy Perrotto

Vessel Annie: Kenny Medeiro, Lindsay Green & Max





HOUSE

House Committee News 
Have you been down to the club lately? Have you seen what’s happening since the fire?  
Is the club sort of “dead in the water” this season? NOT A CHANCE!!!  
Your Executive Committee started a campaign this past winter to keep all of our usual activities rolling in the most 
unusual ways. Throughout the “off season” your club members have participated in activities devised by Social and 
House to broaden all of our horizons. We may not have a Club House but we certainly have an active membership. 
Joint dinners with at least 5 other local Yacht Clubs have demonstrated how open-hearted people in our boating 
community really are. Locally, the Elks reached out to us with the use of their facility. Restaurants like Roberto’s  
and Leo’s have given us great meeting spaces and excellent food. Our members have come in droves to these  
activities. We have been welcomed at the Herreshoff Museum for our Annual Meeting and EBSF activities. How  
do we say thank you to US Sailing for giving us the space to hold meetings and a reception for potential new 
members throughout this winter and into this spring? The Town of Bristol has shown great consideration to our 
club. We owe everyone of our supporters a hearty “thank you!” Each committee knows just how much all of this 
has meant to us as a family of members. There has been no let up in new member applications and acceptances. 
Our Commissioning was perfect in our new summer home, The Bristol Yacht Club house on the Lawn.  
Improvisation has become our middle name.  

Probably one of the most fun projects, by our diverse membership, has been the building and transporting of a 
completely portable Beach Bar. Who would have thought in the dog days of March our members would rally  
outside in the wind and cold to put together a bar that will be used throughout the life of this club? Not just a 
flimsy shack, but a solid, well-equipped structure. Builders met the challenge to have the structure in place for our 
Commissioning. Our creative outside bar is the envy of every other Yacht Club! Our AstroTurf flooring has added 
the finishing touch to our summer home. Come and check it out!

It takes more than a destructive fire to take the wind out of our sails. 

We are the BRISTOL YACHT CLUB, over 300 members STRONG!

Rosemary Alden – House Chair



House Committee Projects 
Our House Committee participates in countless projects throughout the year.  
They work year-round to make our club a well-rounded and safe place to be.

Did you know that for the last three years Bob Hamel has focused and worked on making our building  
foundation safe? He has managed the process from beginning to end. Bob remained engaged with the stone  
mason through all these months and finally saw it completed In May of this year.  
Thank you for your diligence, Bob!  

House Committee is the home of the Ships Store which Betty Brito has managed for several years. Since the fire, 
Betty has ordered all new merchandise. The Ships Store team has worked diligently to bring these new items to 
several events for our membership to see and to buy. The store held a very successful Fire Sale recently. Many of 
us bought the greatly discounted items. This year, during Commissioning, the crew of the Ships Store was busy 
throughout the afternoon selling our newest merchandise. It was a very successful event. Many thanks to everyone 
who worked so hard to get our merchandise to our club members in time for the 2019 season. Special thanks to 
Betty Brito, Marilyn Dimson-Doyle, Barbara Smith, Karen Livingston and Becky Levick who continue to help make  
it all possible. Please visit our Ships Store on the BYC web site. With the combined efforts of Marilyn Dimson-Doyle 
and Betty, we are able have our merchandise available for purchase any time you like. Take a look... We are sure 
you will love what you see!

One of the greatest resources your House Committee has is our Bar revenue. While we have suffered with this  
over the winter months, our members collaborated to find the remedy. They built a Beach Bar, spearheaded by  
Ray Renaud. We have spoken a lot about all the members who participated in this wonderful project. However, we 
need to also thank the Executive Committee for having faith in our House leadership. We made this transportable 
Beach Bar an added fixture to the landscape of the Bristol Yacht Club. Long after our Club House is operational,  
we believe this structure will serve as an added feature to our club grounds. So again, thank you to all who  
participated in the process. Now let’s all gather round and share some stories and drinks.  

Rosemary Alden – House Chair

BYC Green Initiative
Over the last few weeks, many members have commented that we are using an awful lot of disposable plastics. 
Plates, cups, dinnerware, etc. It’s true. 

That got me thinking, in the short term it’s going to be tough to make many changes under the tent (How would 
we wash dishes?), but we are in a perfect position to set ourselves up to minimize our dependence on single use 
plastics over the long term.

During the clubhouse rebuild, we are making many improvements. The kitchen will be all new. We are optimizing 
the layout for workflow and all appliances will be replaced. Since re-usable dinnerware is always more “green” 
than recyclable or disposable, we are taking advantage of this opportunity to design better handling, washing, and 
storage systems.    

The BYC wants to be a leader among clubs in minimizing our impact on the environment, but we need to make 
sure that we do this in a practical and cost-effective way. We are on it.

For more information and to help with our green initiative, please contact Chris Bjerregaard at chrisbj@cox.net

Many thanks.

Chris Bjerregaard – Vice Commodore

HOUSE

CLUB ENVIRONMENT

mailto:chrisbj@cox.net


Volunteer Sailing Opportunities

Sailing Heals Plans Day On The Water
If you are like me, one thing you really like to do is share the sailing experience. An organiza-tion, Sailing Heals 
(www.sailingheals.org), provides an opportunity to do just that with a particularly worthy population: cancer  
patients, survivors and their caregivers.

With the cooperation of the Bristol Yacht Club, Sailing Heals will hold one of its sails for persons recruited from  
local hospital oncology units on Friday, August 9th.

The plan is for a lunch at the harborside home of Patty Enright followed by a sail of about two hours (or a little  
longer if everone on board agrees). Club launches will provide service to and from participating boats from the 
Enright dock.

Sailing Heals would like to ask that members of the Bristol Yacht Club consider becoming Host Captains for this 
event. Sailing Heals is looking for sailboats of 34 feet or more in length (or power boats capable of holding 4 VIP 
Clients comfortably). To do so you must fill out the Host Captain Application at About Us on the Sailing Heals web 
site https://sailingheals.kindful.com/register/host-captains-registration-form-2018 and, of course, provide 
enough crew for a safe sail with people who are usually novices.

Club member Lindsay Green and I have done several Sailing Heals sails and we can tell you that the experience is 
particularly rewarding, Cancer patients, by definition, lead very difficult lives, and a day on the Bay (and sometimes 
at the helm on a beam reach) can make a real dif-ference to them. To quote one of the VIP Clients - “Cancer took 
a backseat that day. We had the time of our lives!”

I am happy to discuss the day and or answer any questions at mgerhardt39@yahoo.com or via my cell phone 
401-529-0563.  Thanks for considering Sailing Heals.

Mike Gerhardt – Pandion

Volunteer aboard the Sailing School Vessel  
Oliver Hazard Perry
The ship is currently located at Fort Adams State Park 
90 Fort Adams Drive • Newport, RI 02840. 
Very few people can say they have worked, trained and sailed a  
square-rigged ship!

Who are the volunteer crew? 
Anyone willing to donate their time and energy! Our volunteers come  
in all skill levels, shapes, and sizes, from teens age 18 or older to post 
retirement.

What will I be doing? 
All aspects of operating, maintaining, and sailing a large square-rigged 
vessel: steel and wood maintenance, vessel operations support, volunteer 
program support, outfitting, training—the list goes on.

When can I start? 
Now is the best time. Regular work parties are held every Wednesday and 
Saturday, from 10:00 to 4:00pm. Volunteers may also work most any day 
of the week; just check with the chief mate first.

For more information, please contact: info@OHPRI.ORH

http://www.sailingheals.org
https://sailingheals.kindful.com/register/host-captains-registration-form-2018
mailto:mgerhardt39@yahoo.com
mailto:info@OHPRI.ORH


Saturday July 13th 

6:00 - 10:00pm

TICKETS: $15pp

Deluxe Burgers & Hotdogs  
with Side Salads & Dessert

Blues,  
R&B and  

Rock & Roll 

Music by  
Next Stop  

Band 



Ju
ly 

4th

7am -
 9am

Enjoy hot pancakes 

freshly flipped by our 

Social Committee pancake chefs!

Served with: 

Bacon    Fresh Fruit   

Yogurt    Juice & Coffee

Come one! 

Come all!

   Independence Day
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               Pancake Breakfast!
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Complimentary launch  

service across the harbor!



BRISTOL YACHT CLUB

PO Box 180

Bristol, RI 02809



Enjoy hot pancakes 

freshly flipped by our 

Social Committee pancake chefs!

Served with: 

Bacon    Fresh Fruit   

Yogurt    Juice & Coffee

Come one! 

Come all!

Photo by Mary Anne Rosenlof

Appraise RI
Doug Gablinske 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
576 Ave, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz 
401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris, and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order!
401-254-1390

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC FICPA CCEP 
Gentle procedures, insurance accepted 
Belltower Plaza 
576 Metacom Ave #8, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Ferreira & Grimo 
General Contractors, LLC
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira 401-574-0959

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in helping coastal  
cruisers buy or sell their boat
Check out our new website:
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com 
Jim Spiro: 401-258-2625
jim@thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com

Kinder Industries
Custom Boat Covers & Canvas
Philip F. Kinder
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI
401-253-7076
sales@kinderindustries.com
www.kinderindustries.com

King Marine, Inc.
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring & Diving
Bud King
401-247-KING (5464)
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
www.dawnenordstrom.com
O: 401-245-9600
C: 401-573-0866

Quantum Sail Design Group
Where sailmaking is a performing art.
Steve Thurston
401-254-0970

Bristol Moorings Available
2018 Sailing Season
Priced for Quick Rental
Harbor • North West End • Sheltered
Can take up to 30 foot length
paul@Sanroma.us
C: 401-529-4475

To support the BYC  Mainsheet 
and advertise with us, contact:
sarahoneilbyc@gmail.com.

Support our Advertisers!
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