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Group Focused on East Bay Sailing Foundation/
Bristol Yacht Club Relationship Continues to Meet
One of the takeaways from the long-term Strategic Planning process is that the
relationship between BYC and East Bay Sailing Foundation is not clearly understood
by many members. At the start of the year, we formed a focus group to study this
relationship from a big picture perspective.
The group has met for a few months now and is focused on the following questions:

1. Does Bristol Yacht Club want to have an instructional program?
2. Should the BYC’s instructional program include people from outside the Club?
3. If so, does the Club want to run these programs itself or have a separate entity,
such as EBSF, run these programs?

4. Is there enough benefit derived from EBSF being a not-for-profit entity to justify
having it be a separate organization?

5.

Are there ways we can improve EBSF and BYC such that we improve the
relationship between EBSF and BYC?

Commodore’s
Corner

We purposely assembled a group whose interests
represent each of the many ways our Club is
utilized. It has been an interesting process
with lots of discussion and many opinions from
varying perspectives.

\\

What’s On the Horizon
See Details Inside

Wednesday, May 12
• Special Membership Meeting •
Saturday, May 15
• Flares: Primer and Practice •
• What Is A Race Seminar •
• EBSF Work Party •
• When the Good Times Come
Again Cocktail Party •
Wednesday, May 19
• Skippers’ Meeting •
Friday, May 21
• Friday Night BBQ Dinner •
Saturday, May 29
• New Member Reception •
• Commissioning •

At the end of this process, the focus group will provide recommendations to the
Executive Committee. We are aiming for that to happen in late May. It will be an
interesting report. We’ll keep you in the loop.
– Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore
Masthead Photo: It’s time to get
back on the water!

May 2021

Two Mid-year Budget Changes Impact Club Racing
As your Commodore, I want to alert
members to two financial items that
were approved by the Executive
Committee recently.

New Sails for J/22s
EBSF owns six J/22s that are used for
junior and senior sailing instruction,
team racing, one-design racing and day
sailing. The boats are very busy and have
attracted new Intermediate and Senior
members to BYC.

Herb Farnum Repairs
Herb Farnum, the BYC Race Committee
boat, was scheduled for bottom
maintenance this past winter. There were
some slow leaks through seacocks and
stuffing boxes, and the bottom needed
to be stripped and repainted.

Flares:
A Primer and Practice

For many years we have been using older
sails that came with the boats. They are
getting very tired and it’s time for new
sets. Even though EBSF only owns six
boats, we need 12 boats (we borrow six)
and 12 sets of identical sails for the interclub team races that we regularly hold.
New sails were not in the 2021 budget,
and we don’t normally change the
budget mid-year, but the Brito Family
generously offered to donate 50 percent
of the cost of new sails. To make this
possible, the BYC and EBSF Boards went
to work and, after multiple, lengthy
discussions, found a solution.
Due to a very successful end-of-year
fundraising campaign, EBSF is able to pay
for 25 percent of the sails. BYC will pay
the remaining 25 percent (about $4,700)
by adding a couple of regattas to the
schedule, raising regatta entry fees, and
minimizing expenses in the 2021 Race
Committee budget. Sometimes we have
to improvise…

Join Club members Saturday,
May 15 to learn about the various
types of flares, and when, why
and how to use them. The session
includes a demo of safe handling
In every annual budget we set aside
money for Herb’s maintenance and
eventual replacement. We budgeted
$5,000 of the $7,000 in the account for
this repair. Unfortunately, the boatyard
found more damage than expected and
the final bill was $12,000. We had to go
ahead with the repair as the Herb was
unusable without it.
In future budgets we will plan to build
the reserve account to a higher value
in preparation for unforeseen expenses
and eventual replacement of the Race
Committee boat.
– Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore

and launching of flares. Plus,
you can practice lighting and
shooting flares in a controlled,
nonemergency environment by
bringing your out-of-date flares
to the session. The discussion
begins at 9:30 am and the Club has
clearance to shoot off flares until
11 am. As well as your out-of-date
flares, don’t forget heavy gloves
and hearing protection. Here’s an
article to learn more about flares.
(Pictured: Paula Langello launches a flare
at a past BYC flare practice session.)

BYC Strategic Planning gave members a say in project concepts for the coming years. Your House Committee heard your
thoughts and wants to move forward with your ideas, particularly regarding the outdoor heads, which were the number
one concern of members. Since the 2021 budget was set last fall, House Committee has no current funds to address issues
of concern. Improvements need to wait for the 2022 budget. For now, House Committee members cleaned, sanded,
primed and painted these heads and engaged cleaning services three times per week. Our Committee is open to member
input as to how we should further improve the outdoor heads. If we examine the situation now, we can budget for these
considerations in 2022. Email your suggestions for improvement to House Committee Chair Rosemary Alden.
										- Rosemary Alden, House Committee
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A sailing hydrofoil has wing-like
foils mounted under the hull.
As the craft increases its speed,
the hydrofoils lift the hull up and
out of the water, greatly reducing
wetted area, resulting in decreased
drag and increased speed. In fact, a
sailing hydrofoil can achieve speeds
exceeding twice the wind speed.
The boats to be introduced at BYC
include the 60-pound Melges Nikki
(pictured below), which is nine feet,
six inches in length. It is designed
especially for kids and lighter-weight
sailors up to about 140 pounds. It
has a draft of two feet six inches, and
a beam of three feet three inches
without wings and five feet nine
inches with extended wings.

Foiling: The Future Is Here
BYC is excited to announce that the future of sailing is coming to our Club. Thanks
to a substantial and complete contribution from the Brito Family, East Bay Sailing
Foundation and Bristol Yacht Club will be at the forefront of foiling sailing.
The program starts with a two-day training in late summer 2021 for sailors interested
in foiling. It will be followed by the donation of six foiling boats in 2022. Three will be
Nikki foiling crafts and three Skeeta foiling crafts, both models built by Melges.
The program will be part of the Foil First Initiative intended to train future foil sailors.
These are exciting boats and the program will place EBSF and BYC among a small
cohort of clubs that will be on the cutting edge of this sailing technology.
EBSF plans to eliminate some of its underutilized sport boats to allow it to have the
newest and most exciting technology on hand. More information on this program will
be shared as it develops in the coming months.
Thank you to the Brito Family for making this happen!				
		
– Joe Whelan, Vice Commodore
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Skeeta (pictured at left), the second
Melges model coming to BYC, is
slightly larger with a 12-foot length
and three-foot draft. Its beam is four
feet without wings and seven feet,
six inches with wings extended. The
boat weighs just under 70 pounds
and is designed for sailors weighing
roughly 130 to 220 pounds.

Commissioning
2021
BYC members are invited to join our Club
Flag Officers and Executive Committee at
our annual Commissioning celebration
Saturday, May 29, 3 pm, at the Club.
The event will comply with Rhode Island COVID-19 guidelines.
Please watch for updates in the Club’s weekly emails.

The Executive Committee of Bristol Yacht Club announces a
Special Membership Meeting seeking to authorize the Waterfront
Committee to spend funds currently in the Waterfront Reserves
to begin a multi-year float replacement project.
Approval would release funds for replacement of the front floats,
including moving these floats to the east. See page 5 of this issue
of The BYC Mainsheet for an overview. More details of this project,
including cost estimates and funding sources, are available on the
Club website by linking here.
Registration in advance is required for this Zoom webinar. You will receive a link
unique to you, so please save it. You will also receive a reminder with this link the
day before the meeting. To register, link here.

Special Meeting of the
Bristol Yacht Club Membership
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 • 7 pm • Via Zoom
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Bristol Yacht Club members are
encouraged to add these dates
to their summer plans. For more
information, contact Fleet Captain
Brad de Wolf or members of our
Cruise Committee.
Gaspee Days Weekend Cruise
June 11 to June 13
Rhode Island Yacht Club
Kickemuit Weekend Cruise
June 26 and June 27
Annual Summer Cruise
July 10 to July 18
Point Judith
Stonington, CT
Mystic, CT
Shelter Island, NY
Three Mile Harbor, NY
Block Island
Maine Coast Cruise
See Page 16.
VJ Day Weekend Cruise
August 7 and August 8
Wickford Yacht Club
Labor Day Weekend Cruise
September 4 to September 6
Cuttyhunk
Note: To accommodate the revised date
for Commissioning, the Memorial Day
Weekend Cruise is cancelled.

rock. This not only removes the obstacle
but also gives us more than one-foot
additional depth on the outside of the
dock compared to what we have now.
The gain on what will now be the inside
of the dock will be even larger, so boats
won’t get stuck in the mud there as the
tide goes out.
There are additional benefits to all
members from this phase of the overall
replacement plan. Three of the old floats
will be relocated on the south side of the
pier. This will give us 180 feet more dock
space to accommodate midsize power
boats and shallow-draft sailboats.
In addition, the current float holding up
the ramp to the outer docks will be used
to extend the launch float. Our launches,
Race Committee boat and work boat will
all fit in this expanded area.
This aerial view shows our current dock/float system with the red rectangle to the right indicating
that the main dock will be moved east by about 27 feet. It will be positioned over the known rock
(blue dot) and increase water depth at the face dock by about one foot.

Special Meeting Called to Authorize Expenditure
for Phase One of Dock System Improvement
XTRA! XTRA! Read All About It! …
and plan on taking part in a Special
Membership Meeting Wednesday, May
12 (7 pm, via Zoom) to discuss a proposal
to improve our dock system.
There are really only two things that are
critical to BYC: our members and our
dock system. Some of our members
are still young after 90 years, but a
dock is really old at 20. A decade ago,
the Waterfront
WATERFRONT
Committee realized
Committee
this and developed
a long-range funding plan so the Club
would put aside the money it would
need to replace our waterfront assets.

Replacement time is upon us. We have
the money in reserves. The Executive
Committee has endorsed the plan.
Now we need the approval of the Club
membership to move forward with Phase
One of the project.
The best part of this announcement is to
tell you that we’ve devised a way to make
the docks more functional. You all know
about the rock just off the outer float.
Many of us have had a jarring experience
with it at low tide. Well, if this plan is
approved, you won’t have to worry about
dinging that rock any more.
The idea is to replace the outer floats
and relocate the new ones over the
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The cost of all these extras is modest
since we will be reusing four of the
existing floats. They will be in less
demanding service than they are now, so
they should last a few more years.
We have obtained permission from
the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Council (CRMC) and the
Bristol Harbormaster for this work.
Detailed bids were solicited from three
experienced dock system builders. These
bids were studied, compared, revisions
requested and the preferred bidder
chosen.
The selected company needs a
commitment from the Club now to hold
our spot until the fall when a deposit
will be due and actual construction will
commence. Membership approval at the
Special Meeting will allow the Club to
sign the contract for this new system.
– David Schwartz,
Waterfront Committee

The Coffee Shop at

Neptune’s Beach Bar

Jane Guinther
(left) and
Rosemary Alden
are ready to
open Neptune’s
Beach Bar
for the 2021
season.

Grand Opening Saturday, May 8
Open Saturdays
through September, 9 to 11 am

I’ll Take Mine with Cream and Sugar!
Among its many efforts, our House Committee is dedicated to providing our
members with enjoyable and relaxed activities. Benefits accrue when the team
not only offers a social hub but is also able to simultaneously generate a bit of
revenue to add to our Clubhouse maintenance budget.
Expanding the use of our very successful Beach Bar is a way to accomplish both, and
this month The BYC Mainsheet talks to House Committee Chair Rosemary Alden
and Coffee Bar Barista-in-Chief Jane Guinther about what they are brewing up.

The Interview
Editor: There’s growing buzz around the
Club about what the House Committee
plans to do Saturday mornings at the
Beach Bar. What’s the story?
Rosemary: Our Beach Bar, initially a
gathering place during the Clubhouse
rebuild, is successful beyond all
expectations. It’s outsold what we saw in
other years with the inside bar. So why
not capitalize on what everyone loves?

We are introducing a Saturday
morning Coffee Shop and the credit
for our venture goes to Jane’s son, who
suggested a morning coffee place when
he visited last summer. Jane brought the
idea to a House Committee meeting and
the enthusiasm was electric. Our goal is
to have Club members come straight to
the Club on Saturdays, knowing they can
get a superior cup of coffee and a great
snack before boating.
Jane: In addition, we also see it as a
revenue enhancer. During our last
pandemic summer, income from House
Committee activities was severely
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impacted. Any profits from our Coffee
Shop will go directly into helping us
maintain our beautiful Clubhouse.
Editor: Can you tell readers about what
you’ll serve at the new Coffee Shop?
Jane: We wanted to use a local coffee
roaster and we chose Custom House
Coffee Roasters in Middletown. We
visited there and learned the important
aspects of making a fine cup of coffee.
To be honest, I never drank coffee until a
few years ago and knew nothing about
making a good cup, but I do now. As
well as hot coffee, we’ll be offering iced
coffee, hot chocolate and tea.
Rosemary: As our confidence and skills
increase, we hope to add a cold brew
coffee. And we’ll be serving fresh-fromour-Club-oven pastries. Watch for scones,
muffins and chocolate chip cookies to
start. As the season progresses, our new
Kitchen Club team is looking to show us
its breakfast treat skills by adding to our
menu.
Continued on page 7.

I’ll Take Mine with Cream and Sugar ... Continued from page 6. calling it the Tiki Bar and then that name evolved. And now the
name is evolving further to reflect the history of our Club. We
thought that using “Neptune,” the Club’s original name, would
blend the old and the new, and mean something special to our
members.
Jane: We knew that adopting a new name was the perfect time
to add a Beach Bar sign and we are lucky that Robin Crocker,
a talented artist and one of our House Committee members,
jumped to take on this project. In a week she created a simple,
clear design with special detail to historic fonts. In the future,
Robin’s graphic will be integrated into additional Ship’s Store
items. We love the result.
Rosemary: Robin’s design brings together so many elements
in a logo for the Beach Bar. It uses a touch from our burgee and
our Club colors. The date represents the year the Beach Bar was
built. This tiny Beach Bar structure represents the resilience of
our Club and, like Neptune himself, now the Beach Bar has a
strong nautical name.

Our Beach Bar now has a name and a sign will be debuted May 8. Robin
Crocker, an artist and House Committe member, created the design.

Editor: Knowing you both, it’s not surprising you’ve added
a “meet and greet” social twist to this new venture. Tell us
about it.
Rosemary: “Done in a Day” is the catch phrase we’re using.
We’d like all our members, and particularly our new members,
to take a shift volunteering at the Coffee Shop. This is going to
be a place of meeting and greeting, and what better way to feel
a part of the Club than by volunteering for just a few hours.

Jane: Saturday, May 8, as our Coffee Shop at our Beach Bar
opens for the first time, we’ll also show off our new Neptune’s
Beach Bar sign. We are so excited to move forward, after a
trying pandemic year, into a new season which we know will be
better than ever.

Jane: We really want to focus on
introducing our new members to our
spirit of volunteerism through this lowkey commitment. We’ve asked some
already and have had a great response.
Everyone, new
HOUSE
and old members
Committee
alike, is encouraged
to help make this a success. Sending a
quick email offering help gets you on the
schedule. (Editor’s note: email Jane or
email Rosemary to offer your help.)
Editor: The Coffee Shop debuts on May
8, but you’ve got a second debut that
day that I know you want to share with
readers.
Rosemary: Yes, we do. Originally our great
members who built our Beach Bar started
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Meet Some of Our New Members
In last month’s newsletter we introduced several of our new members and The BYC Mainsheet is
pleased to acquaint you with more new friends and fellow boaters in this issue.

Cole and Fallon Walsh
When you call Naples,
Florida, home base and
recently purchased
a summer home
overlooking Mount
Hope Bay, enjoying
boating is a natural.
After many years of
boat ownership, Cole and Fallon Walsh have put a twist on the
old saw “other people’s boats” by joining Freedom Boat Club
so they can enjoy the water both in Florida and Rhode Island
without transporting a vessel back and forth. Fallon and Cole
started building their sailing resumes as kids taking lessons on
the waters of Quincy Bay. More recently, they’ve been active
members of Delaware’s Lewes Yacht Club.

Kate Clough and Jon Flaks
Jon Flaks has sailed and raced
most of his life, mainly in the
New York area (they live in
Mount Kisco). Last summer,
as a way to vacation during
the pandemic, Jon decided
it was time to share his skills
with Kate Clough. They
chartered a boat and enjoyed
all that Narragansett Bay has
to offer. In fact, they had such
a great time that before summer’s end they had purchased a
Beneteau 373 from Club members David and Laura Jacobs.
While their new boat stayed on the Jacobs’ mooring for a few
weeks, Jon and Kate got to know BYC and realized they had
both a new boat and a new community of fellow boaters.

Patty Valencia and
Dan Baublis
Patty Valencia and Dan
Baublis have kept Taika, their
1984 Bristol 35.5, at marinas
on both sides of Aquidneck
Island but found the boats
docked next to them “were
just neighbors and sometimes
barely that.” Wanting to be
part of a community and to
make new boating friends,
they selected BYC as their nautical home. They list Block Island
and Cuttyhunk among their favorite destinations. “There’s not
much better than enjoying fresh clams and oysters, along with
a bowl of chowder, delivered to your mooring in Cutty,” Dan
says. Most of us would agree!

Beth Sutton
Having just purchased
Adventure, a 36foot Beneteau First
345, Beth Sutton is
looking forward to
spending more time
on the water and
cruising with fellow
BYC members. She’s also thinking of racing her new boat.
If this comes to pass, she already knows the ropes as she’s
participated in the Club’s Wednesday night racing for 16
years, including serving as foredeck captain on Will Pease’s
Charmer. She notes that the relaxed, friendly atmosphere
and sense of community that race nights nurture led her to
know joining BYC was for her, now that she is a boat owner.
Continued on page 9.
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New Members ... Continued from page 8.

Laura and Simon Thomas
Welcome Texans! Laura and
Simon Thomas hail from
Houston and summer in
Bristol where Simon can get
his racing fix. While Laura
has participated in some of
Simon’s sailing adventures
around the world, she says
she enjoys less stressful
sailing and has a goal of
exploring the New England
coast “in relative comfort.” They relinquished their Viper 640 a
few years ago, and when Simon isn’t racing on OPBs, they take
to the water in a Boston Whaler named Little Donkey. “But we’ll
upgrade if the right boat comes along,” our Texans tell us.

Faith Hassinger and
Chris Burtner
When you move to a town
surrounded by water, learning to
sail seems like an obvious next step.
Soon after arriving in Bristol from
Boston in 2018, Faith Hassinger
and Chris Burtner enrolled in adult
sailing lessons and, Chris tells us,
“we immediately developed a
new hobby and passion.” Lessons led to meeting new friends,
including J/24 owners Dave and Jane Guinther, who added
Chris (jib trimmer) and Faith (foredeck) to their Millard Series
race crew. While Chris and Faith don’t own a boat just yet, does
one need a crystal ball to guess what may be on their horizon?

Pete and Barbara Reid

Mike and Joyce Sullivan
Buying a new boat and joining BYC seem to go hand-in-hand
for many of our new members, and Mike and Joyce Sullivan
are no exception. While they’ve enjoyed many boats in the
past, other
commitments
have kept them
off the water
for several years
… until now.
Slipaway, a
Tartan 28 is their
new pride and
joy, and they look forward to renewing their Narragansett Bay
explorations this summer. As Bristol residents, they are familiar
with our Club (their kids took EBSF classes) and their son, Tom,
is a current BYC member. We’ll look for Mike and Joyce – and
Slipaway – out in the harbor!

Pete and Barbara have a problem. Her name is Zoey and, while
she loves being on the boat, she insists on hogging the V-berth
night after night. While
there may not be a quick
solution to this dilemma,
Club members are
undoubtedly anxious to
meet Zoey (we love our
boating dogs!) when she
stops by BYC on her way
from her Bristol home
to Island Girl, the Reids’
33-foot Hunter. Watch
for Pete, Barbara and
pooch sailing around the Bay or at their favorite hangout spots
on Block Island and the Vineyard, as they are looking forward to
meeting more Bristol boaters.

BYC now has a second Automated External Defibrillator (AED),
thanks to a gift from the Bristol Fire Department. This allows us
to have an AED at the Dockhouse as well as behind the bar in the
Chart Room. Both AEDs are equipped with adult and pediatric
pads, face masks and other personal protective equipment. Also
of note, our BYC staff is trained annually in the use of AEDs.
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What Is a Race - From Start to Finish
Saturday, May 15 Session Will Introduce Members to Racing Basics
Last month I offered a couple of thoughts
in The BYC Mainsheet in a piece titled “It's
Easy to Find Your Volunteer Niche at BYC.”
I wrote about the positive experience my
family and I have had integrating into
the Race Committee at the Club. Those
nights and weekends on the water have
produced a host of good memories, we
have met new friends and we’ve created
even more breathtaking sunset pictures.
After that article, the Race Committee,
EBSF Adult Sailing Instruction and
Membership Committee teams sat
back and realized that we could make
it even easier for you and your family
to get involved with either the race or
instructional programs. We are going to
try something that, from what I am told,
has not been done
RACE
before, or at least
Committee
not for a long time.
The common question many ask when
wanting to get involved is Where do I
start? We are going to make that easy

for you. All you need to do is come to
the Club on May 15, 11 am, when the
Race Committee and EBSF Adult Sailing
Instruction host What Is a Race - From
Start to Finish.
The concept of the event is to introduce
both prospective racers and Race
Committee members to the actions and
activities that are going on before the
start of the race and following through to
the finish. We will tell a story that can be
seen from the perspective of a racer and
also a Race Committee member as a race
progresses. As our event is introductory
in nature, we will feature blended
practical activities in the classroom,
on land and on the water (weather
permitting). This is not a “death by
PowerPoint” session but rather a handson practical event.
What Is a Race - From Start to Finish is
targeted at new members, those that
are new to racing and those that have an

Author David
LeGrand joined
BYC a few years
ago and jumped
right into helping
out on the Race
Committee. Look
for more of his
racing insights this
season in future
issues of The
BYC Mainsheet.

interest in the Race Committee. There will
be something for each one of you at this
event. Our goal is to get you engaged
with the Race Committee or to get you
out on the water as a beginner racer on
your boat or one of our J/22s.
And if you come early on Saturday the
15th, you’ll also spark that inner kid in
you by participating in the practice flare
discussion and launching demonstration
(see page 2 for details).
Space at What Is a Race - From Start
to Finish is limited and registration in
advance is required. To register or to
learn more, simply send along an email
to me at davidlegrand843@gmail.com.
– David LeGrand
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US Sailing Instructor Trainer Joins
EBSF as Head Instructor
Jaimie Bartlett, a US Sailing instructor
trainer and a US powerboating instructor,
is joining East Bay Sailing Foundation
this summer as head instructor. “We are
enormously excited to welcome Captain
Jaimie Bartlett, who brings amazing
experience and enthusiasm to our EBSF
program,” notes Kristin Browne, BYC
Instructional Chair and EBSF Board Chair.

Jaimie Bartlett

“As our head instructor, Jaimie will
oversee the learn-to-sail aspects of EBSF,
while Mike Zonnenberg, our program
director, keeps his eye on the race team
and the overall program,” Kristin says.
“Jaimie will also be teaching the Women’s
Sailing Class and, as a highly experienced
racer, we hope to get her out for some
J/22 Wednesday night races to properly
welcome her to BYC and EBSF.”
Jaimie notes that her skill set is pretty
varied. “I have lots of coaching and
sailing experience, and I'm a licensed
captain and USCG instructor,” Jaimie

tells The BYC Mainsheet. “As an instructor
trainer for US Sailing, I’ve coached others
to improve their instructional skills. I
also have a background in psychology,
education and speech-language
pathology.
“Out of all of this, I think the biggest thing
that I bring to the table is my passion for
sailing and my passion to inspire
sailors at all levels to become
lifelong mariners,” Jaimie says.
Jaimie recalls that her first
sailing experiences on New
Jersey’s Barnegat Bay were not
all that positive. “I'll be honest,
I was definitely the six-year-old
lying in the bottom of my boat
crying because I was scared.
Later, I was the kid at the back of
the green fleet regatta who had
given up on racing that day to
make up songs with my friend.
To my junior program’s credit,
there was no wind and they
allowed us to perform our song
for everyone at lunch on shore!
“It wasn't until I stopped sailing for a few
years and got back into it as an instructor
that I really figured out how much I love
sailing and how much I love racing.
Now I race every chance I get and have
been big boat racing with some fairly
competitive teams in the San Francisco
Bay area for the last four years.
“I love the competition and technical
aspects. However, I also love the
camaraderie, team dynamics and the
shared experiences with like-minded
friends the most.”
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LET’S PARTY!
East Bay Sailing Foundation
is throwing a party ...
a WORK PARTY to prep its
Mercury fleet for the season.
EBSF has the tools and training.
Just bring your helping hands.
Saturday/Sunday,
May 15/16 and June 5/6
Join in from 9 am on
Questions? Email here.

Registration Open for
EBSF Summer Classes
Link here for all the details.
Junior Sailing this summer will be fun
and action packed with four two-week
sessions to choose from, or join the EBSF
race team and sail Optis, Lasers or 420s
for the whole summer.
Adult Sailing will make good use of new
sails and lines on the Mercury fleet, with
a Women’s Sailing Class making a return
to Monday night.
J/22 charters sign up for Wednesday
and Thursday night fleet racing is open.
Js get snatched up fast for Thursdays, so
act now to get to the starting line this
season. Or charter a J/22 for Wednesday
night races. Grab the family or your
COVID friends and join the BYC fleet.

it’s only a name ...
Have you ever wondered how a particular boat acquired its name?
Peter Canzone (Commodore 2007-2009) gives us the answer.

Boat: BLUE, a Beneteau 46
Owners: Kieran Draper and Dara Gough
Why the name BLUE? Kieran describes it this way:
“There was more than a year of anticipation for our family, looking, thinking, visiting, talking and deciding on
our boat. As you do, we kept rounding back to a single boat: big and blue, with an elegant name. By the time
Dara and I delivered her from Larchmont to Bristol, we knew the name did not feel right and did not represent
our dream. For the next chapter of her life, we would retire her old name and christen her anew.
“The name had to come from the whole family and had to be short. I once raced on a beautiful 76-foot Maxi
and the only thing I did not like on her was her very long name: Marchioness. I remember several times on a
trip from Cape Town to Durban being asked to spell our vessel’s name. “Mike, Alpha, Romeo, Charlie ... oh, hell,
how do you spell it?!“ We definitely needed a short, memorable name.
“After a trove of Irish ideas provided and translated mostly by Dara, silly bouts of laughter considering names
including knots or nots (knot really!), we kept rounding back to the word BLUE. She is such a lovely blue boat.
After every combination thinkable and all the ideas the word blue conjured up, we realized it was simple. It
was BLUE we loved.
“For us BLUE represents the feeling of the possibilities with our boat – the horizon, the openness, the
adventures unfurling ahead. BLUE is part of our family.
“PS - Our dinghy is BLUE Ecco. We can thank the kids for that one!”
Now you know how the name Blue was chosen for Kieran and Dara’s boat. If you have a boat name you would like
to submit, please email Peter at americanart1@aol.com.
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The Social Committee invites
you to rekindle friendships
over cocktails May 15. There
will be a signature cocktail,
aptly named “Social Distancing
on the Beach,” with vodka,
peach schnapps and fruit
juice. The event features hors
d’oeuvres boxes, allowing
us something to nibble on
while staying within COVID
guidelines. Registration fee
is $6 and you receive your
choice of a hot box (quiche,
spanakopita, franks, meatballs)
or cold box (grapes, carrots and
hummus, cheddar cheese and
crackers). To register, link here.
Rain Date: Sunday, May 16.

Millard Race Series
To avoid a late fee, be sure to register for
the Wednesday night Millard Series by
the May 19 Skippers’ Meeting. Link here.
To race, you need a PHRF certificate.
Apply here. It is preferred to have the
completed PHRF certificate when
registering. While you can do it later, it is
required before a boat can be scored for
any race. Race documents are posted on
the BYC website here and on the Yacht
Scoring registration web page.
Pictured: Bill Barlow’s Alice completed the Millard Series in first place in “Class A: Large Spinnaker”
last year, sailing with a crew comprised of family members. Bill’s crew included his sons (Alex and
Peter), wife (Jeanne), sister and her husband (Patti and Phil), niece (Allison), and brother (Tommy).
Bill notes that his father, Bill, isn’t onboard in this picture because “he likes to get first dibs on dinner
prepared every week by his wife, Millie.” Good luck to Team Barlow in 2021!
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When you are out on the
racecourse and you decide to
protest a competitor, that’s not
the time to learn how to submit
a valid protest. This “Racing by
the Rules” column preps you on
what to do and when to do it.
– Mark Rotsky

Racing
by the

Rules

Learn How to Submit a Valid Race Protest
What is more frustrating than being
fouled on the racecourse, deciding to
protest your competitor and going
through a maze of activity to register
your protest, only to have your protest
thrown out as invalid before you get
to say anything in a protest hearing?
This happens over and over in protest
hearings because some racers don’t
know the minimum requirements of a
valid protest.
It all starts on the racecourse. Let’s
take the basic port/starboard crossing
situation. You are on starboard
approaching Fred on port. Fred is trying
to cross in front of you, but it’s clear
to you that he will not make it across
without a collision if neither of you
changes course. Fred keeps coming
despite your hails of “starboard.” At the
last minute you take evasive action to
avoid the collision. You must decide right
then and there if you will protest Fred.
The Protest Process
The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) requires
you to hail Fred at the first reasonable
opportunity to inform him that you
are protesting him, which in almost all
cases is immediately (see RRS 61.1). Your
hail must be loud and clear, and you
must use the word “protest.” Hailing
“Do your turns,” “Hey, you fouled me!,”
and/or disparaging remarks about your

competitor’s parentage or hygiene habits
without the word “protest” are not valid
protest hails.

as it includes the minimum required
information and it must be submitted on
time (see RRS 61.2 and 61.3).
• Our BYC Millard Series Sailing
Instructions state that the form must
be submitted to a race official no
later than 30 minutes after the Race
Committee boat has docked.
• The form must include your
name or boat name, your contact
information, and the name and/
or sail number of the boat being
protested.
•
You must include a description of
the incident, preferably with the

Unless your boat is under sixmeters long (19.7 feet) you must
conspicuously display a red
protest flag, again at the first
reasonable opportunity, which is
usually within a few seconds of
your hail. So you should race with
a flag ready to display. The time it
takes you to hail and display the
flag should be indicated on your
hearing request. You must use
a flag of appropriate size to be
conspicuous on your boat. A red
cap, red underwear, red bathing
suit, etc., are not considered flags.
The flag must be flown until you
have completed the race.
It is also recommended that you
notify the Race Committee of
your intent to protest and whom
you are protesting when you
finish your race.

A red flag must be displayed conspicuously when
protesting another boat. Keep in mind that a red cap, red
underwear, red bathing suit, etc., are not considered flags.

You now have to write up your protest
for submittal. It is best practice to write it
up on the new 2021 US Sailing Hearing
Request Form, partly because it will help
remind you what details you need to
include. However, any written format
will do initially, including using the
previous US Sailing Protest Form, as long
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•

time and location on course of the
incident.
You must list the RRS rule that you
believe was broken.

Congratulations! Assuming you have
met all the above requirements of a valid
hearing request, the Protest Committee
will now consider your protest.

Tech Committee Continues Work to Improve Club’s Operations
management software
products that could
replace the majority
of the single-solution
applications that are
used to support BYC
operations today.

BYC’s Tech Committee continues its work
to improve the efficiency and security
of Club operations, and to enhance our
BYC members’ experience. To that end,
the team has evaluated various club

A request for proposal
detailing the current
application requirements
and integrations was
developed by the
members of the committee. It was
sent to six club management software
vendors that identified their support
of yacht clubs. After comparing
the capabilities and costs of the six

responses, the committee selected three
vendors for further evaluation.
Each of these vendors was asked to
provide a two-hour demo to the Tech
Committee members plus additional BYC
members and staff who are key to the
operations of the Club. Further analysis
after these demos reduced the potential
vendors to two.
The Tech Committee is continuing
its analysis of these two vendors and
hopes to share lessons learned and
its recommendation to the Executive
Committee in the coming months.
– Marilyn Dimson-Doyle,
Tech Committee Chair

BYC COVID-19 Guidelines: 2021
As we begin our second season working together to stay healthy despite the pandemic, please keep in mind that
most of the guidelines we adhered to in 2020 remain in place for 2021. As the situation evolves, we will alert you to
any changes the Club adopts. Meanwhile, please review the guideline summary below and take the time to read the
full guidelines which are posted on our website (link here). Thank you for your cooperation.
								– Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Remain home if sick. (Link to screening tool for COVID symptoms.)
Sign in on arrival at BYC (give names of everyone in your party) to enable contact
tracing. Sign-in sheets: Clubhouse front porch, Dockhouse, and bars, when open.
Face masks and three-feet social distancing currently required inside, and outside
unless vaccinated. Effective May 7, masks and three-feet social distancing required
when inside. Outside, masks only required when three-feet social distancing is not
possible.
Wash hands and use disinfectant regularly.
Dockhouse – staff only, please.
Launch capacity is limited to 10 (and just two per vessel) to ensure social distancing.
No congregating on docks/floats (a RIDEM guideline).
Use your dinghy as much as possible to reduce launch congestion.
At bar, sign in, remain seated while eating/drinking, and limit tables to eight inside
and ten outside. When inside, only remove masks when seated.

Questions?
Chief Steward Chris Healey (Tel: 401-253-2922; Email: steward@bristolyc.com).
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Plans for BYC Cruisers to Head
Downeast Are Firming Up
Club members looking forward to cruising to Maine this
summer meet monthly to firm up plans and to discuss logistics
of making an overnight passage. Weather permitting, cruisers
plan to do the overnight trip on Sunday, August 1, leaving from
the west end of the Cape Cod Canal.
While some cruisers will elect a coastal route to Maine,
adding additional boating days to the adventure, for others
the overnight passage will be a novel experience. In order to
help members prepare for the passage, experienced offshore
cruisers on the planning team are presenting a series of
educational sessions. The first, held in late April, focused on
weather forecast resources which, while of value to all boaters,
included specifics on the route from Cape Cod Bay to Rockland,
Maine. Other sessions planned are on safety at sea and
navigation during offshore travel.

Camden Lighthouse
Crew Opportunities Available
Some of the offshore cruisers are seeking additional crew for
both the Maine-bound passage and the return trip. If you are
an experienced offshore cruiser and have time to join fellow
BYC members for a few days, email John Bell for details.
Casual Itinerary Lets Cruisers Decide
Both offshore and coastal cruisers will gather first in Rockland,
Maine, with a few other official gathering spots (perhaps
Camden, Eggemoggin Reach and Mount Desert Island) during
the cruise, while having other days open to choose from the
many, many anchorages Maine has to offer. The goal is to allow
cruisers who’ve enjoyed the Maine coast in the past to return
to favorite spots, while offering new Maine cruisers a menu of
ports that range from quiet vistas to areas for those looking
forward to hiking and outdoor activities.
It’s not too late to learn more about the Maine cruise. Drop an
email to Brian Fitzgerald and he’ll add you to the group email
list so you learn about the planning meetings and educational
programs.

Frostbiters Enjoyed Many
“Diamonds on the Bay”
Days This Winter Season
Diamonds on the Bay is an apt description of many crisp
and sun-filled days when sailors took to Bristol waters just off
the Club pier for this winter’s BYC Frostbite Series. Even with
a COVID-19 “pause,” this season delivered 85 starts, with an
average of seven races each of the 13 race days.
With 22 registered sailors and an average of nine starters for
each race, the competition was keen, particularly on days
when winds were 8 to 10 with gusts to 15. Club member Ralph
Kinder, who finished the season in first place, had more than
70 starts, as did Dave Guinther, who finished third. Many racers
notched more than 40 races. (Ralph is pictured above racing
on his Laser.)
“Sailing year-round is a fun way to stay in shape and meet
new friends,” says Dave, who organized the series with fellow
Club member Adam Langerman. “The quality of our Race
Committee, coupled with BYC amenities and Bristol Harbor,
drew many experienced sailors from a variety of Massachusetts
sailing centers this year, and their participation definitely helped
us all brush up on tactics, particularly on the starting line.”
Dave and Adam are considering two series for next season with
fall 2021 and early 2022 starts. You can see photos and stats
from the 2020-21 Frostbite Series here.
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Note: Rhode Island COVID-19 Guidelines Could Require Adjustments to Posted Hours
and Cancellation of Planned Events. Watch Club Communications for Updates.

Calendar of Events 2021

Chart Room / Beach Bar
Hours 2021
Watch for “Open” flag at Beach Bar
to determine which bar is open.

May 1 thru May 30

Friday & Saturday – 4 to 9 pm
Sunday – 3 to 7 pm

Millard Practice Race May 26
4 to 10 pm

Memorial Day May 31
3 to 8 pm

June 1 thru June 20

Tuesday & Thursday – 5 to 9 pm
Wednesday – 4 to 11 pm
Friday & Saturday – 4 to 9 pm
Sunday – 3 to 8 pm

June 21 thru
Labor Day September 6
Note: See July 4 Weekend Below
Monday – 4 to 9 pm
Tuesday – 4 to 9:30 pm
Wednesday – 4 to 11 pm
Thursday – 4 to 9:30 pm
Friday – 4 to 10 pm
Saturday – 3 to 9 pm
Sunday – 3 to 9 pm

September 11 thru
Decommissioning October 17
Friday & Saturday – 4 to 8 pm
Sunday – 3 to 7 pm

July 4 Weekend

Fireworks July 4; Parade July 5
Friday, July 2 – 4 to 10 pm
Saturday, July 3 – 3 to 10 pm
Sunday, July 4 – 3 to 11 pm
Monday, July 5 – 4 to 9 pm

May 12: Special Membership Meeting
May 15: Spring Fling Cocktail Party
May 19: Racing Series Skippers’ Meeting
May 21: Friday Night Dinner
May 29: New Member Reception
May 29: Commissioning
Week of June 1: Weeknight Racing Starts
June 4: Friday Night Dinner
June 6: Hog Island Social
June 11: EBSF Orientation
June 11 – 13: Gaspee Days Cruise
June 19: Dinghy Parade
June 26 – 27: Kickemuit Weekend Cruise
June 28: EBSF Junior Camp Start
July 5: Annual Pancake Breakfast
July 7: Millard Series Commodore’s Cup
July 10 – 12: 29er Nationals @ RWU
July 10 – 19: Annual Summer Cruise
July 24: Sea Sprite Regatta
July 28 & August 1: MOHOSA Regatta
July 31: Burgers & Blues Event
July 31(approx.): Maine Cruise
August 7: EBSF Fundraiser
August 7 – 8: Bristol A-Cat Regatta
August 7 – 8: VJ Weekend Cruise
August 13: Friday Night Dinner
August 14 – 15: J/22 NB Regatta
August 21: Commodore’s Ball
August 27: Friday Night Dinner
September 4 – 6: Labor Day Cruise
September 11: BYC Volunteer Dinner
September 18: British Themed Social Event
September 19: Swanson Cup
September 24: Friday Night Dinner
September 23 – 26: US Sailing Team Race
Championship for Hinman Trophy
October 2 – 3: J/22 Fall Team Race
October 17: Decommissioning
October 22: Friday Night Dinner
October 30: Costume Party
October 31: Waterfront Closes
November 5: Float Haul Out
November 12: Friday Night Dinner
November 14: BYC Annual Meeting
November 20: Murder Mystery Dinner
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Launch Hours 2021
May 1 and May 2
10 am to 4 pm

May 3 thru May 27
9 am to 6:30 pm

May 28 thru
Labor Day September 6

Note: See July 4 Weekend Below
Sunday thru Thursday – 8 am to 9 pm
Friday & Saturday – 8 am to 10 pm

September 7 thru September 19

Sunday thru Thursday – 9 am to 7:30 pm
Friday & Saturday – 9 am to 8 pm

September 20 thru
Decommissioning October 17

Sunday thru Thursday – 9 am to sunset
Friday & Saturday – 9 am to 7:30 pm

October 18 – October 31

Waterfront Closes October 31
9 am to 5 pm

July 4 Weekend

Fireworks July 4; Parade July 5
Friday, July 2 – 8 am to 10 pm
Saturday, July 3 – 8 am to 10 pm
Sunday, July 4 – 8 am to 11 pm
Monday, July 5 – 6:30 am to 9 pm

Registration Details to Come!
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Racing as a Team

Last Words

Intermediate members Kate
and Ted Bjerregaard got in
some exciting early season
racing this April when they
participated in the David
Storrs Memorial US Match
Racing Championship
(USMRC) qualifier hosted
by Oakcliff Sailing Center in
Oyster Bay, NY. Joining their
team were Ruairi Finnegan
and Wesley Bright, both
of whom are applying for
Club membership, as well as Adrian van der Wal. After a strong second place finish
in the round robin, the team finished the regatta in fourth. As they look forward to
additional USMRC qualifying races this season, both Kate and Ted note that their years
of EBSF sailing classes have put them in good stead when it comes to competitions
such as this regatta. Pictured, from left: Adrian, Ted, Kate, Ruairi and Wesley.

Keep in mind that a
PDF version of our Club
Yearbook (membership
directory) is available
to download to your
mobile devices for easy
access when you are on
the water this season. Go to the “Home”
drop-down list on our website.
Due to the prevalence of computer
scams, BYC wants to remind members
that our Club and its officers will never
ask you via email, text or a phone call
for any type of personal or financial
information, or request you to make
purchases on behalf of the Club or its
officers. If you are concerned about any
Club communication, email steward@
bristolyc.com.

Thank You for Supporting Our Advertisers
Appraise RI • Doug Gablinske

Coastal Chiropractic Group

Kinder Industries • Philip F. Kinder

Residential and Commercial Real Estate
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809
doug@appraiseri.biz; 401-253-9910

Mark Alano, DC, FICPA, CCEP
Gentle Procedures, Insurance Accepted
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com
401-253-1130

Custom Boat Covers and Canvas
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
www.kinderindustries.com
sales@kinderindustries.com
401-253-7076

Ferreira & Grimo General
Contractors

Dawne Nordstrom

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order • 401-254-1390

Bristol Yacht Rigging
Professional Rigging and Electronics
Solutions Located at Bristol Marine
Mike Gemperline and Brennan Hale
mike@bristolyachtrigging.com
401-200-8585

Paul G. Costa Tiling & Remodeling
Tile, Marble, Granite, Carpentry, Kitchen,
Bath, Interior/Exterior, Custom Built-ins,
Complete Remodeling • Free Estimates
401-578-4186

New Construction, Remodeling,
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo • 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira • 401-574-0959

King Marine, Inc. • Bud King
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring and Diving
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com
401-247-KING (5464)

Residential Broker/Associate
www.dawnenordstrom.com
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
O: 401-245-9600 C: 401-573-0866

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in Helping Coastal
Cruisers Sell or Buy Boats
Jim Spiro, Certified Yacht Broker
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
jim@cybsales.com • 401-258-2625

To advertise in The BYC Mainsheet, email bycmainsheet@gmail.com.

The BYC Mainsheet is published monthly. Club members are encouraged to submit story
suggestions and photos by emailing bycmainsheet@gmail.com. Editor: Catherine Murray.
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